THE SOCIALIST ALTERNATIVE – HOSEA JAFFE’S PERSPECTIVE BASED ON A REVIEW OF HIS BOOK “ABANDONING IMPERIALISM”
The current crisis in capitalism has strengthened the case for calls by organisations on the Left, for its overthrow and replacement by Socialism. However this has proven to be easier said than done, although the establishment of socialist states in South America during recent times (Bolivia, Venezuela) and the formation the ALBA alliance
 is a positive sign in this direction. 

We say socialism is the answer, but how should we go about achieving it?

Most left wing positions on this question are derived from what one may call orthodox Marxist-Leninist-Trotskyist ideology.

In his recently published book ”The Abandoning of Imperialism”
 Cde Hosea Jaffe challenges the basis on which the call for socialism is being made by most left wing groups. Although some of the views he expresses in this book and in his other writings may be regarded as controversial and contentious, even within the New Unity Movement of which he is a life member, his views on the way to achieving the socialist alternative as set out in this book does merit serious consideration. 

Jaffe argues that the only way to ensure the development of socialism is through the destruction of Imperialism via the application of a policy of anti-imperialism or a policy of abandoning imperialism by anti-imperialist national liberatory movements. He describes the call for socialism as articulated by most self styled left wing or socialist organisations and commentators as simplistic or “simpletonic”.

He arrives at this position by re-defining the nature and the origins of capitalism-imperialism, challenging the classical Marxist basis for the doctrine of class struggle and gives directives on how capitalism-imperialism can be defeated via the application of a policy of Abandonment.

While proclaiming  himself to be an Anti-imperialist-Marxist-Leninist-Trotskyist or AIMist he not only denigrates Marx, and Engels especially, for their Euro-centrism at best and their blatant racism at worst but also challenges the bone fides of all extant “Marxist”, “Socialist” or “Trotskyist” groupings, calling them racists and “objective agents of imperialism”.

 THE ORIGINS OF CAPITALISM-IMPERIALISM

A key element in understanding Jaffe’s thesis is the emphasis he places on the fact that the origins of capitalism does not lie so much in the struggle between feudalism and the middle classes in Europe but in the practice of colonialism by imperialist countries. And Lenin’s description of imperialism as the highest stage of capitalism is an equally important element in his argument. The genesis of capitalism-imperialism in colonialism is used to explain why Marx’s prediction that socialism would occur first in the advanced capitalist countries was proven in practice to be incorrect. He emphasises the fact that all extant social revolutions which have resulted in the establishment of socialist states have occurred in “backward countries”. The examples being: Russia (1917), China (1949), Cuba (1959), North Korea (1950), Yugoslavia (1963), Vietnam (1973) 

The reason why socialist revolutions did not take place in the advanced capitalist countries was because the workers in those countries had become bourgeoisified or were turned into a labour aristocracy. This was made possible by the extraction of hidden surplus value derived from the super exploitation of workers and peasants in the colonies. Colonialism enabled the capitalist class in the mother countries to buy off the workers of those countries thereby blunting their revolutionary potential.

THE PYRAMID OF NATIONS AND THE DOCTRINE OF CLASS STRUGGLE

Elaborating on ideas first set out in his book “The Pyramid of Nations” published in 1980, Jaffe argues that the “class struggle” as envisaged by Marx and conceived of by most “socialists” is incorrect. He conceives the world capitalist system as “a multiform, three dimensional pyramid” in which the apex is made up of Imperialist or 1st world countries comprising of 1.4 billion people while the base is made up of colonial and semi-colonial third world countries in which >5 billion people reside. The apex is made up of at least 4 different class formations, located in imperialist and colonial countries which exploit and oppress 6 different classes of workers located in the base of the pyramid which is made up of colonial, semi-colonial ex-workers states (USSR) and workers states( China, Cuba).

The 4 classes located in the apex of the pyramid are identified as: The capitalist imperialist class, the settler imperialist class, the imperialist petit bourgeoisie and the imperialist working class. 

Although the class struggle as envisaged by Jaffe is that between a global capitalist class on the one hand and an international working class on the other, it is his characterisation of the composition of the contending classes that sets him apart from what might be considered classical Marxist theory in general or what he calls Euro-Marxism. According to him the class struggle should not be seen in terms of a workers vs capitalism paradigm but in terms of a “class/nation” paradigm. In other words the struggle is between the classes and nations located in the apex and those residing in the base of the pyramid of nations.

So for example the mainly European settlers in the South American countries, South Africa and Israel are singled out as being part of the global capitalist class, together with the workers residing inside the imperialist countries. The white settlers, particularly those in Brazil, South Africa and Israel who are said to number 125 million are categorised as an “imperialist/colonialist class” which differs from the colonial and semi-colonial national bourgeoisie in Asia and Africa.

He divides the international working class into: 

1. Imperialist and colonial proletarians (settlers)

2. 1st class colonial workers in the ex USSR and Eastern Europe

3. 2nd and 3rd class colonial workers in Asia, Africa, Latin America, Caribbean and Oceanic islands

The workers in the Imperialist countries are also divided into “white” or home and immigrant or black. 

But however they are described, the workers in imperialist countries and settler workers in the colonies are a labour aristocracy when compared to their counterparts in the third world. And as such they cannot be considered as a revolutionary class.

The 1st world proletariat is not equal to the 3rd world proletariat. Rather, 1st world workers must be seen as exploiters of the 3rd world workers.

Therefore only the workers in the colonies can be considered as a true proletariat and only they can bring about the overthrow of capitalism-imperialism.

Workers in the imperialist countries are in fact the class enemy of workers in the 3rd world. In other words working with the 1st world working class is seen as class collaboration. The international working class is not homogenous. Workers in the imperialist countries are in fact the class enemy of workers in the colonial and semi-colonial 3rd world. Jaffe emphasises the fact that Marx and Engels based there theory on the revolutionary potential of the Imperialist working class which they later classified as a bourgeois proletariat.  He argues that the capitalist world is far more complex than that suggested by Marx and Engels and that Euro-socialists/communists have failed to see that this class is: 
a) not revolutionary and b) is a class enemy of the workers in the 3rd world  

Since Capitalism owes its very existence to colonialism, and since Imperialism is simply the highest stage of capitalism it follows that the only classes that can bring about the overthrow of Capitalism-Imperialism are located in the 3rd world and the other countries located in the base of the pyramid of nations. 

All the classes located in the apex of the pyramid of nations are entirely dependent on Capitalism-Imperialism and would therefore not be interested in overthrowing it. He says “the anti-imperialist struggle of the 3rd world workers against the imperialism of the 1st world should be our road to socialism.

The working class in imperialist countries including “socialist”, and”communist” parties are actually agents of imperialism. All the great revolutions of the 20th century, in Russia, China, Cuba and Vietnam are examples of anti-imperialism leading to socialist revolutions. In other words they did not arise as the result of a working class led by a vanguard party overthrowing a capitalist class.  The fact that socialist revolutions have not occurred in advanced capitalist countries is ascribed to the imperialist nature of the working classes of those countries. 

ANTI-IMPERIALIST PRINCIPLES AND POLICY

Jaffe sees the origins/genesis of capitalism and the development of Imperialism as its highest stage of as being solely due to Colonialism. He describes imperialism as being essentially racist in nature and as the driving force behind capitalism. He says further that the main driving force for anti-imperialism is the workers in the colonial and semi-colonial countries. He does not say how these workers are to be organised and there is no mention of a vanguard party. Anti-imperialism is practiced by applying Abandonment Policy – which means breaking ties with and countering the influence of all manifestations of Imperialism, economic, political, cultural, by all the countries confined to the base of the pyramid of nations. According to Jaffe the policy of abandonment is embodied in the NUM’s policy of Non-collaboration. 

In practice abandonment policy advocates breaking all trade links with imperialist countries (1st world and “white settler” dominated states), in favour of trade with China and other worker states. Anti-Imperialism is not international working class unity but national and class struggle to “unchain” (he uses “unchain” in preference to Samir Amin’s “delink”) 3rd world workers and peasants from Imperialism. The anti-imperialist struggle is a class struggle but the contending classes are not those contemplated in traditional Marxist ideology. Abandon policy embraces non-collaboration with all so called anti-imperialist campaigns and fronts. The choice now is not between capitalism and socialism but between capitalist imperialism and Socialist anti-imperialism.

The classes serving Imperialism are: Imperialist capitalists, the Imperialistic and racist working class in countries with settlers, the neo-colonial comprador class and bureaucracy.  Since Capitalism owes its very existence to colonialism, and since Imperialism is simply the highest stage of capitalism it follows that the   only classes that can bring about the overthrow of Capitalism-Imperialism are located in the W3 or the base of the pyramid of nations. All the classes located in the apex of the pyramid of nations are entirely dependent on Capitalism-Imperialism and would therefore not be interested in overthrowing it. 

THE CALL FOR SOCIALISM

Jaffe believes that rather than call for “Euramerican-centric”, racist inspired socialism we need to build an anti-imperialist national liberatory movement in South Africa in solidarity with other 3rd world countries. And in this regard, “The anti-imperialist struggle is pointless if it targets only or mainly, the ”Black” state and its foreign masters and not equally the settler masters of this state. 
Socialism can only be achieved via an anti-imperialist class struggle and not via the overthrow of capitalism by workers and especially not by the working classes of Europe and America. He defines socialism as being not just the socialisation of the means of production and distribution in each country but as global, international equality. This can only be achieved by a class struggle of the colonially and racially oppressed peoples against ALL the classes serving Imperialism.

The classes serving Imperialism being: Imperialist capitalists, the Imperialistic and racist working class in countries with settlers, the neo-colonial comprador class and bureaucracy. 

He defines Anti-imperialism as follows:

1. 
The only way to achieve socialism is by way of a successful anti-imperialist struggle. He defines 
socialism as an international non-imperialist world order achieved by an anti-imperialist class 
struggle. It is impossible to build socialism in one country – Imperialism won’t allow it to 
succeed!

2. 
Based upon a class struggle between 1st world and 3rd world social formations 

3. 
Marx’s concept of class struggle as being that between the Capitalist class and the Working 
class is “simpletonic” and results in the Eurocentric concept of socialism vs capitalism; whereas 
he as an 
“AIMist” believes the struggle is first and foremost an anti-imperialist one.

4. 
The anti-imperialist struggle is a class struggle but the contending classes are not those 
contemplated in traditional Marxist ideology.

The only route to socialism is via anti-imperialist national liberatory movements which apply a policy of abandonment with respect to Imperialism. This in practise means breaking all ties with all manifestations of imperialism- political, economic, and cultural. And in particular not having any truck with organisations who style themselves, “socialist”, ”communist” or “Trotskyist”. This also extends to the social movements in general and the World Social Forum (WSF) in particular. This is in contrast to the idea of the “advanced “ proletariat of the Imperialist countries- none of whom have made a socialist revolution nor did they come to the aid of the USSR. These revolutions however were all subverted by Imperialist forces which very importantly include the “Euramerican-centric” left which acted as a “hindrance to the revolutionary movement of the working class”.

The theory of revolution espoused by Euro-centric socialists is predicated on the working class which is in fact a bourgeois proletariat which is incapable of overthrowing capitalism. The only class that can overthrow capitalism-imperialism is the workers of the 3rd world. According to Jaffe the call for socialism by groupings inside South Africa is influenced by Eurocentric, racist imperialist pseudo socialists and communists. The choice now is not between capitalism and socialism but between capitalist imperialism and socialist anti-imperialism.
THE ANTI-STALINIST LEFT

Jaffe is scathing in his criticism of all extant “Socialist”, “Marxist” or “Trotskyist” groupings that he describes as follows: 

· The “overwhelming majority of the Left” is not Socialist but Socialist-Imperialist. 

· “The Left is overwhelmingly part of Imperialism.”

· “Socialism” is a word that stinks in the nostrils of anti-imperialists and quotes Lenin to the effect that “to call oneself or be called a “socialist” was a deep insult to one’s Marxist intellect”.  

·  All Euro socialists /communists are Euro-centric racists. 

·  All Internationals and  Ernest Mandel in particular are racist agents of Imperialism or   collaborators with Imperialism

· The call for socialism is influenced by euro centric, racist imperialist pseudo socialists and communists.

· In many instances those who proclaim themselves to be anti-Stalinists are not true socialists, but are actually agents of Imperialism because they end up “throwing out socialism with the anti-Stalinist bathwater”   

· There are “bogus” anti- imperialist campaigns and fronts formed by Euro-American socialists, communists, and anarchists. This includes anti-war coalitions and all social forums which are all labelled as “dangerously disruptive pseudo-anti-imperialist objective agents of Imperialism”.             This description applies to nearly all “socialist” or “radical “fronts in South 
Africa as well.

The anti-imperialist struggle of the 3rd workers against the imperialism of the 1st world should be our road to socialism. The working class in imperialist countries including “socialist”, and ”communist” parties are actually agents of imperialism. Their theory of revolution is predicated on the working class which is in fact a bourgeois proletariat which is incapable of overthrowing capitalism. The only class that can in fact overthrow capitalism-imperialism is the workers of the 3rd world

The policy of Non-collaboration as practised in the Unity Movement is both a mode of political struggle against the imperialist controlled state and a mode of class struggle against the imperialist classes. This encompasses an anti-state struggle which is an indirect class struggle. 
The direct class struggle is directed against: 

1. US and EU controlled trans-nationals,

2. WB, IMF and WTO

3. The “white” settlers.  

Accordingly the idea of a class struggle predicated on the workers of the advanced capitalist countries overthrowing the bourgeoisie in those countries is false.

CONCLUSION

Hosea Jaffe has put forward views which puts him at odds with many leftist organisations, both here and overseas. He directly challenges the notion amongst some that in South Africa we should move away from the politics of national liberation and toward class based political struggle.  

In the book reviewed here and his other writings like “Was Capitalism Necessary?”
 Jaffe provides a provocative and for many an alternative view of the road to socialism. Certain of his propositions if accepted as being correct would necessitate a paradigm shift in our approach to struggle and our strategies and tactics in defeating capitalism-Imperialism in the 21st century.
Let the debate begin! 
� ALBA – the Bolivarian Alternative for the Peoples of our America’s. Formed in 2004 by Bolivia, Cuba, Dominica, Ecuador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Venezuela to counter US Imperialism.
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