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UNIVERSITY APARTHEID IN SOUTH AFRICA

In November, 1953, the South African §overnment appointed a commtwsion
to investigats the practicability of applying,:hparthaid policy of the sountrey
to Universities, This was the Holloway Commission. It reporied unfaveurably,
mentioning among other thihgs that the cost alone would bs prohibitive,
especially as the exlstigg universities already suffer from e chronic lsek of
funde. The Government cannot cope with the ever-growing financial nesds of the
exlsting universities, so that it would be impossible to start new asgregated
universities with any prospeot of approaching the stamdard of the existing oaes,
The Government thereupon brushed aside the findings of its own Gommission and
instituted a Departmental Committes,composed of civil servants, to work out
me thods of . applying Apartheid in universitiss, This report was never made
public, but a Bill has been brought in to establish Univeraity Apartheid

throughout the Union of South Africa,

This Bill purports to close the existing White universities to all Non-
Europeane and to provide for the eatablishment of ssgregated univerajties
% ich will not only separate Black from White, but African from Indian and
Coloursd, The Africaen universities will be further divided into Zulu, Xhosa
and gﬁﬁg universities, in other words, tribal universities, This ooncept of
tribal universities is a very far-reaching one, It affscts the question not
only who ehell attend them but what shall be taught in them. It concerns
partioularly the content of sducation in the megregated universities. ¥mcikx
For the *h:l.toa, it gha‘l‘.l be university education as it is generally understood
the world over, But for the Blacks it will be tribal education., Thus ths
proposed University Apartheid in effect msans shutting out the Non=Europeans
from University education, It means robbing them of it altogether. This will
bscome abundantly olear when we look into the whole system of sducation for
the Blacis, as mapped out by the architects of jpartheid.

When the Nationallst Government came into power, it declared that a
wrong policy of sducation for the Non-Whites had hitherto been followsd, It did
not prepare thsm for their proper position in society. It aroused in them
ambitions for white-collaer Jjobs, which in this country a&-e a_sggw?&uﬁor
Europeans only, It fell tc the lot of the indef‘atigable\!ﬁinistar of Native
Affairs, Dr, Verwosrd, to work out a whole system of mdumtaxmm education for the

Blacks/,..
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Bla.ck.al that would conform to the the Apartheid policy of the country, whereby
the Black man administers to the mmix needs of the White. Unforiunately for him,
Dr, Verwosrd cames on to the acene in the second half of the 20th century wisa
even S.Africefstands on the brink of the automation of indéstry . The whols
population, Black and White, is involved and is inseperadly bound up with the
industrial processes of the country. Millions of Black pecple are born sadxikidm
live in urban areas, and inow no other 1life. But, nothing pfidaunted, the
Minister would put back the clock of history. He ast about reorganisigng the
Blacks into a meparate community cut off from the life of the country sccielly,
politically, culturally and spiritually; deprived of all rights of citizenship
and maintained only ae chattels of labour, He drew up sleborate plans which
have materilalised into Acts of Parliament, the most notorious being the Bantu
Authorities Act end the Bantu Education Act. ("Bantu” means the Blacks or
Africans, or “Hatives” as they are most often called hy the Europeans, )
The former Act seeks to reorgeniss the whole Black population into tribal units,
sach with a chief at its head, appointed by the Minister. Every village and w. f4s
rurel arsagie. in the *Native Raserwg’,’ hag to have a loeal authority, known es
& Banté suthority under a ohief. Iﬁ the towna the Africans, who live in
segregated locations, will be settled according to tribal groupings, sach with
a chie! at the hsad, A tribal mode of life has to be re-established, with old
tribal customs and practices; all thia, in splte of the fact that modern
industry has shattered tribalism. Education, too, is being fitted into this
schems of re-tribalisation, and used as an active agent to bring it about.
Thus Bantu education is aducation for barbarimm.

In outlining his polloy for Bantu Educetion, in 1954, the Minister steted:
“My Dspartment's policy is that education (i.e.for Africans)should stand with
both feet in the Ressrves and have ha%ta roots in the spirit and being of Bantu
society.” In this comprehenain pixm) for re-tribalisation, he has planned for
education as a whole, from the lowest to th: highest levels. “Steps will be
taken,” he said, ®dsliberately to keep institutions g higher ISEEKINE
sducation,..avay from X urban areas and to establish them ,..in the Native
Reserves.” It becomss clear that the proposed Zpartheid Universities are
part and parcel of this whole scheme, and indeed tollcw;{ logically from it.
He goes on:"The basis of the provision and organisation of sducation in a
Bantu community should, where posaible, be the tribal organisation.” Elsewhere
he comments that in the past “education has served to crsate a olass of educated

end.../
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and semi-educated persons,.,.This is the class which has learnt to belisve that
it iqébove its own peo.ple snd feels that 1ts spiritual, economic and political
hongfs among the oivilized community of South Africe,s.e, the Europesna,”

And again: “Thers is no place for him in ths Eurcpean community, sbove the

level of certain forms of labour,,..Until now he has bhsen subjected to a school
system which drew him away from his community and misled him by showing him the
green pastures of Buropesn society in which e was not to graze.” The Minister
leaves no doubt as to his aims, fentastic as they may seem, Hs seta out to
stifle the mind, strangulate the intellectual development and smother the
aspirations of a whole psople. '

Let us take a glence at the type of mimaxitam schoocl he is at pressnt
forcing on the Africens. First of all, education has been taken out of the =
oontroi of the Education Depertment and placed under ithe Native Affairs
Da;ﬁartment - that Department which has to 8o with labour requirements,
agriculturs, the oulling and dipping of cattle, and the dissuing of ‘passes to
Afriocans. Dr. Verwoerd makes it quite plain that sducation must be mimsaix
linkaqzﬁ?ith these activities. “The inspector of schools, the Native Commissioner
and the Agricultural Extension offlcer will remain in close\contact with one
snother,” he saya. And again: “ A community, for example,will not be able to .
claim advantages of education and at the same time ignore or esveén oppose
guldance in regard to care of the s0il.” In plain fact, this means that when
the people object to the confiscation of their céttle,; their school is olosed

down, )
There are three main categories of tribal schools: the community: school,

the Government Bantﬁ school and the farm school, ' All the existing schools

have had to apply for registration and those mission sthocls which, in tha opinion

of the Minister, were not sympathetic to the Government policy of aparthaid

wers simply closed down, No new schools mmxm mey be opsnied without his permlssion,

and it is a eriminal offence, punishable by fine knd imprisonment, for anyons
to teach any African children without this permission. The schools are to be
meneged by tribal school committees and school boards, which must work under
the Bantu Authorities, with an illiterate chief at the headi, The managemsnt
of the farm achools is handed over to the White farm owners) who engage, and
diesmise, the teachers, Ths farmer pays the tea;qhoz‘\‘ in the semé way and at the
same time as he peys his farm laboursrs. No doubf this is one of the ways the
‘ Minister.../
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Minister would bring home to the African teacher that “he must learn not to fesl
above his community”...or presume to fesl that “his spiritual, scomomic and
political home is with the civilized community of South Africa,i.e, the Euroﬁeans.”
These farm schools belong to the farmer, lock,stock and barrsl, Let us hear the
Minister on the subjeéé: * To permit the establisiment of farm-schools, the
tranafer of land for the building of expensive schools will no longer be
required. Bantu mothers can,..ersct walls whers farmers allow and the Dspartment
will provide the windowe, doors and roof, If the farmer withdraws his. pmemimbexy
permission, these can be removed,”

The curriculum of the new Bantu schools lesaves no doubt as to the
ragimentation and 1ndootrination{ent$iesggg dgy the Ministsr. Their horizon is
bounded by the tribal community and the Native Affairs Department. They muat
know the names of tribal chiefsy and be able to recits the nemes of the
important officials of the Native Affairs Department. Beyond that, they must
learn just gufficient of the White man's languages to enable them to understand
orders in their future menial Jobs. In the primary schools, the longest
teaching time per subject is devoted to manual training. #nd there is plenty
of practice; for the Minister has decreed that “the daily cleanihg of the school
building and grounds will naturally be the x_vork of the pupils under the
supervision of the teachers.,” More than that, there is a compulsory school fund
to which every child must contribute on pain of sxpulsion, This hes to pey for
such items as:the wages of a night watchman; supply of light to school
buildings; supply of water for laying oufigardans; insurance of achool buildings;
for chalk, ink, stationery, books, stc. #nd with a truly rsmarkable attention
to the meanest detall, characteristic of all his legislation, the Minlster does
not forgat to chargs the toddlers for “disinfectants, toilet paper, buckets,
808D, brushas and brooms,” guch is the basis of é\whole snxﬂms of education
designed to turn a population of about ten million mmepix Africans back to an
outmoded way of life and prevent them from enjoying the fruits of the modern
oivilization they are helping to build,

Some conception of the debasement of education under the Bantu Education
Act may be glesned from fhe attitude to the African teacher as revealesd in the
savage conditions of his employment, He 1s completely deprived of professicnal
status and belongs body and soul to the Native Affeirs Department. 4ll his
time, i.e. 24 hours = day, “ia at the disposal of the school committee,” or the

farm owner, ./
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farm owner who employs him, He 1s hemmed in with a long 1ist of resgulations
which would bs more appropriate to the céntrol of a oriminal than a teacher,
Under “misconduct” alone are listed 13 ‘points. &Annual inorements ars not
claimable as of right. 'Thay are dependent oh -reports from the Native Affailrs
Departmsnt concerning the punctuality, discipline, industry, etc. of the tsacher,
Sty And 411 betide him of hs should become aick! Regulations forbid him to
stay awey from school more than thres daya, “Only in axb&ptional cases may sick
leave be granted in cases of neurasthenia, dyspepsia, anasmia and similar
ailments, and then only on production of a medical certifica%e giving full and
dsteiled particulars of the ailment.” The owner of the school may on occasion
demand a ascond certificates from a doctor stipulated by him. \' |

The teacher may not participate in political affairs of any kind. He may not
foontribite to the press by interview or in any other manner or publish letters
or articles oriticizing or ocommesnting on the Department of Native Affairse, or
any other State Department, school committes, school boardy or any Bantu
Authority, or any officlal connected with one or more of the abovs-mentioned
bodies,” Hs is subject to severs punishment zf' he should treat with “discouttesy
» member of the public or any official,” The Act provides for the imprisonment
of any tescher who brsaks any one of the regulations., PFrom all this it is
olear that the Minister of Native Affairs wants to create a body of timid, oowead,
doolle alavea,prepared to doles out tribal esducation to a‘vally docile ¢hildren.
In fact, ever since thm Bantu Education was instituted, a reign of terror has
" been let loose on the teachsrs. Members of the Oriminel Investigetion
Department (C,I,D.)} have swoopsd on the schools, interrogated teachers in Pront
of their pupils and searchsd them, Their lstters have beesn intercepted in the
poat, sometimes even before they wefe posted. Home of the finsst tsachers with
long records of distinguished service have been summerily dismissed without
any charge or trial; the only reason given was that they wers “unsuitable under
Bantp Education™ Practically svery mekber of the exscutive of the Cape African
Teachers' Association,‘;?s%&biiﬂhed nearly a quarter of a century ago, has besen
thrown out of the profession. Not content with that, the overnment has pursued
them relentlessly, wherever they have tried to get employment In some other sphers,
Utilizing the iniquitous pass system, they have hounded them out of the Reserves
where they had established their home, and out of the towns where they want to
look for & job, Men were separated from their wives and families and deprived

ofuis/
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of the meana of pupporting them, #nd all because their Asscciation had
expressed opposition to» fthe Bantu Education Act, Teaohsrs in Bantu achools are
no longesr appointed on sducational grounds, Inapectors themselves ars undsr the
thumb of the Native #ffairs Department andbng longer recommend & teacher for
promotion on his merits; for the C.I.U.s come along and demend to know why
such and such a recommendation was made, All thils is in llae with Dr, Verwoerd's
diotum: “People who belisve in equality are not desirable teachers for Natives,”
As he said during the parliamentary debats on the Aot: “When I have control of
Native Education I will reform it so that Natives will be taught from childhood
to realise that equality with Eur0peans is not for them.” Cne of the first
things he did was to take over the teacher-iraining achcols and place them under
the rigorous control of the Native #ffairs Despartment. The pupils are carefully
sorsened and selected. For it is no longer the parents whmximziie whxtxstudestx
but the Minister who decides what students shall take up the tsacher-training
oourse, Just as a eschool may be closed down if the people in a particular
village refuss to participate in some soil reclamation work (so-called), so can
a child be denied education kzzmxz beceuse his parents are not persona grata
with some goverament ofricia or ather. #11 the time the people must be made
to fesl that thay arukat the mercy of a government authority. Educetion, which
is the natural right of every modern olviliszed community, and whioh the Afriocans
have alwaye prized most highly, is now being used ae a means of muik cowing a
whole populatinon and violently reterding their progress.

It ie ageinst this background that ths Bill for the establishment of
complete University Apartheid must bs viewed, All new university collefes fom
Africans are to be established according to tribal affiliatidns - a monstrous
conception for a university to begin with., The existing College of Fort Hare,
which is part of Rhodes University and has hithsrto admitted all MoneEuropeans,
is to bs wrenched off from Rhodes and placed under the Native Affairs Depmriment,
It will now bs limited to Africens only and later to members of the Xhosa tribe
only. In truth, race-baiting in South Africa would Waxmxmmmmsdxtm sesm to have
reachsd the heights of madneas, Likewise the young Medical 3chool for Non-
Europeans is to be wreanched from Natsl Univeraity, to which it is at present
attached, The training of Black doctors who are going to ssrve Black pezople
must not in any way be associated Escaxwmeixizd with the training of Whites,

As it is, Blacik trainess may not touch or sven ses a White corpss, let alone
sxamine,./
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go-00 the living body, Under the Bill, the Minister of Native Affairs is the
ph Ba over all Non<-Ewrcpsan collepea, He may establish or disestablish a
iniversity College by notioe in the gazette, Such » University Coliege shall
conkist of (a) e Oouncil of thres or more, appointed by the Governor-Gensrel,

which means in effect by the Minister; (b) & Senate consisting of the Principal
and “such other members as the Minister may from time to time appoint;”

(0)“such other body or bodles as the Minister mey from time to time establish;”

{43 a principal appointed by the Minister; (e) Professors,lecturers and students,
all of whox are under the control of the Minlster., The Council itself map ampciesx
oan only ecquirs stores and equipment “in such a manner and on much conditions

as the llinister may determine,” The all~powerful, ell-seeing Minister must needs
mtml tﬁa einct content of so-called university education, but the very stores

of the respaotiva colleges, Once more we see that nigpling attention to detaell,
that remembered even the toilet peper end the buckets in the primary schools.
Here,too, the students ars subjected to careful screening snd rigid contrel. The

Minister ney mfnaeﬂadmission “if he considorl it in the interests of the university
oollere concerned to do g0 e als We&ch student shall siooctewid
skkexd recwive instrugtion and where he shall reside, and n!:her)

SonbaRl clemses concerning the sppointment and eﬁh?r&!m artling
reeding, There is the same cracking of the whip, the same contempt Por the dignity
of status,which kmxf the Minister revealed towards the teechér in the schools,

“whe powsr to appoint,promote,transfer or dimcharge persons employsd at any
university oollege shall,,..be vested in the Minister,” These sll-important
powers controlling professors, lecturers and olerks alike, may be delegated by him
$o any officer of the Native Affaire Department. Onoe more, questions of disaipline
loom large in the Bill, Under “mimconduct” alone there sre 17 clauses, a mmber
exreeding thome goverming the primary school teacher, and equally barbaric snd
fosigned to humiliate. 4 professor or lecturer in such oolleges will be deemed

wilty of mldeonduct if he “discbeys,disregards or makes wilful default in
arrying out a lawful order....or by word or conduet displays insubordination;®
I he discloses information aoquired in the course of his dutiess; m2 or if he
*amblicly couments sdversely upon the administretion of any department of the
Gorernmant or of any provinae or of',t\ erritory of South-¥est Africa®; or &f he
“wonnives at any act which is prejudiolal to the edministration .....”

“Propegates any idea or takes part in or identifies himself with any propaganda or
activity,..ocaloulated to impeds ...the activities of any Government dspartwent.”

l','| r.'.'i‘ll ac:;
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Thus we sse with what diabolical thoroughness the architects of

oArtheld have plotted out every detail of this monstrous travesty of education,
Right from the lowest primary stage up to the so~called university level, cowed
and servile teachers will be expscted §o indoctrinate the young in all the
parversities of sparthsid, Where in this scheme will there be room for the
teachings of seclence? For Darwin? Or Rousseau, who declared that ell men are
born equal? And is there room for biology in this system? For a Black man might
discover that the funotions of his body are the same as those of a White man,
Dare they teach archasclogy and history that trace the development of civilisatien
from pre-Christisn tiuwes in China, Indla,Bebylonie,Bgypt? Or the true histery of
their own land end the contribution of Non-White peoples of Africa to snclent

as well as modern civilization? 1% ot

We repest, Apartheid in university education will net simply 3¢ e

matter of separsting the races at the universities. It ie an end result, the
logleal complaticn of a process,not only of rohbing the Non<thites of educatiion,
but of turning a whole pepulation back to barbarism, It meens stifling the
developuent of thelr minds with the expresa purpose of demr:lng them the fruits
of modern lcivilizhtion and kedping them in & state of enslavement - mere chabtels
t0o sarve the needs of the White master. This is what the Natlonalists oell
“baaskaap.” This is the fantastic dreem of a Dr, Verwoerd, who, like King Csnute
of 614, would bid the waves roll back at his command. It is trus, that dream is

for the millions of Africans a nightmare - while it lasts., But no amount of

legislation can stem the wider esducative forces to which they are subject as an

indispsnssble part of the modern industrial system in Socuth Africa, foroes whioh
hei thedi

in their operation profoundly affect hi-:mgde of life and - smys of thinking.

Morsover, the forces of world history are moving, and moving fast, in a

dirsction exactly opposite to that of the Minister and his Apartheid schemes =
those ingenious but futile fantasies.

April,1957.



